NHS England has been directed by the government to establish and operate the OpenSAFELY COVID-
19 Service and the OpenSAFELY Data Analytics Service. These services provide a secure environment
that supports research, clinical audit, service evaluation and health surveillance for COVID-19 and
other purposes.

Each GP practice remains the controller of its own GP patient data but is required to let approved
users run queries on pseudonymised patient data. This means identifiers are removed and replaced
with a pseudonym.

Only approved users are allowed to run these queries, and they will not be able to access
information that directly or indirectly identifies individuals.

Legal Basis —

UK GDPR — Article 6 basis:

UK GDPR Article 6(1)(c) - processing is necessary for compliance with a legal obligation to which the
controller is subject (the Directions).

UK GDPR Article 9 basis:

UK GDPR Article 9(2)(g) - processing is necessary for reasons of substantial public interest, on the
basis of domestic law which shall be proportionate to the aim pursued, respect the essence of the
right to data protection and provide for suitable and specific measures to safeguard the fundamental
rights and the interests of the data subject, by virtue of compliance with a direction supplemented
by:

Patients who do not wish for their data to be used as part of this process can register a type 1 opt
out with their GP.
Here you can find additional information about OpenSAFELY.
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NHS England
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https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhs.uk%2Fusing-the-nhs%2Fabout-the-nhs%2Fopt-out-of-sharing-your-health-records%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cbrett.mcintyre%40nhs.net%7Cab25ed83409d44ab18fb08ddd597b8ac%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638901569864014744%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gO6IUOXvS9dayhjF8d3Hcg%2BQkppF6h2DOwFF6tIKLe0%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhs.uk%2Fusing-the-nhs%2Fabout-the-nhs%2Fopt-out-of-sharing-your-health-records%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cbrett.mcintyre%40nhs.net%7Cab25ed83409d44ab18fb08ddd597b8ac%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638901569864014744%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gO6IUOXvS9dayhjF8d3Hcg%2BQkppF6h2DOwFF6tIKLe0%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.opensafely.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cbrett.mcintyre%40nhs.net%7Cab25ed83409d44ab18fb08ddd597b8ac%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638901569864031006%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QCtMCNJDabReTNK4kolpgAjNDrxVDyw9hNITEqat6yM%3D&reserved=0

